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Project description:

The project focuses primarily on researching the evolution of Romanian-German relations
during the period extending from the Treaty of Rapallo, through the Locarno Pact, to the
Munich Conference, in a European context marked by a shift in the geopolitical paradigm, the
weakening of the interwar international order, and the gradual return to the logic of war. The
research analyses how decision-makers in Bucharest and Berlin perceived the transformations
of the European strategic environment and how these perceptions influenced the dynamics
between cooperation and conflict in the relations between the two states. A central component
of the project is the analysis of the impact of the provisions of the Locarno Pact on Romanian
and German strategic thinking, as well as on Germany’s eastern geopolitical agenda in relation
to Romania. The project will consider the strategic challenges Romania faced, the place
assigned to Germany in the operational hypotheses of the General Staff, the consequences of
the Nazi rise to power in 1933 for the military-strategic approach of decision-makers in
Bucharest, as well as the transformation of mutual perceptions between the two states, from
the image of a potential enemy to that of a possible ally.

The project also aims to place Romanian-German relations within the broader context of the
deterioration of the regional security system and the collapse of the international order in the
late 1930s. In this respect, the Munich Conference is analysed as a relevant moment for the
revision of military-strategic concepts and for understanding the tension between security
imperatives and the limits of action of European states. The research will also pay attention to
the factors that shaped mutual perceptions, such as public opinion, external influences, the



relationship between fear and trust, the construction of collective memory, and the instruments
through which perceptions and patterns of behaviour were created.

Although the Romanian-German case and the interwar period represent the main axis of the
research, the project will be placed within a broader comparative and transnational framework
dedicated to understanding military cultures in Central and Eastern Europe. This thematic
extension will allow for the analysis of the relationship between the armed forces, society and
politics, as well as of the processes through which military identities, institutional traditions
and strategic cultures were formed in the East European space. At the same time, the historical
perspective of the project will go beyond the strict Rapallo-Munich interval in order to capture
continuities, ruptures and later meanings of these developments up to the contemporary period.

Objectives
General objective

By researching the evolution of Romanian-German relations between the Treaty of Rapallo,
the Locarno Pact and the Munich Conference, the project contributes to deepening knowledge
of the political-military transformations that marked Europe’s road to war, to understanding
how geopolitical uncertainty shaped strategic thinking, mutual perceptions and state behaviour,
and to valorising the documentary and archival heritage concerning military relations between
Romania and Germany. At the same time, by placing the Romanian-German case within a
broader comparative and transnational framework, the project contributes to understanding
military cultures, institutional traditions and the relationship between the armed forces, society
and politics in Central and Eastern Europe.

Specific objectives

e Contributing to the understanding of how international developments and changes in
relations between European states shaped strategic thinking in both Bucharest and
Berlin;

e Analysing the dynamics of the bilateral relationship between Romania and Germany,
against the backdrop of the typological distinction between a state defending the
status quo and a revisionist state in relation to the international order, amid growing
strategic, political and military tensions;

e Understanding the mechanisms through which the regional order can deteriorate to
the point of conflict and how geopolitical uncertainty influences the strategic
behaviour of states;

e Exploring new documentary and archival sources that may offer new interpretations
of the dynamics of military relations between Romania and Germany and of the way
in which the two states adapted their behaviour in periods of strategic uncertainty.

Activities

e Research and documentation in archives and libraries in Romania, Germany and, where
appropriate, other relevant states, in order to identify, analyse and valorise documentary



sources concerning the evolution of Romanian-German political-military relations
between the Treaty of Rapallo, the Locarno Pact and the Munich Conference;

e Identifying and analysing documents concerning the strategic perceptions of decision-
makers in Bucharest and Berlin, the place assigned to Germany in the operational
hypotheses of the General Staff, and the transformation of mutual perceptions between
Romania and Germany in the context of the deterioration of the interwar European
order;

e Carrying out joint research and documentation activities with the partner institute in
Germany, including exchanges of expertise, scholarly consultations and the
comparative valorisation of Romanian and German archival sources;

¢ Digitising, systematising and, where appropriate, translating or summarising historical
documents relevant to the project’s topic, in order to facilitate joint research and the
scholarly valorisation of the sources;

e Organising and participating in scholarly events dedicated to Romanian-German
relations, Europe’s road to war, military cultures in Central and Eastern Europe, and
the relationship between the armed forces, society and politics in the interwar period
and in a broader historical perspective;

e Scholarly editing and publication of studies, articles, thematic journal issues and/or
collective volumes resulting from documentary research and cooperation between the
Romanian and German partners;

e Presenting and valorising the project’s results within academic, cultural and educational
activities held in military and civilian institutions, with the aim of stimulating interest
in military history, understanding the processes that led to the collapse of peace in
Europe, and consolidating historical memory.

Results
Scientific articles

e Alaric Searle, British Officers Observe the Reichswehr: Reports, Observations
and Analysis, 1919-1938, Revista de Istorie Militara, no. 3-4/2026, pp. 7-16,
ISSN 1220-5710;

e Sorin Cristescu, Romanian Perspectives on the Political Evolutions in Germany
(1922-1939), Revista de Istorie Militara, no. 3-4/2026, pp. 17-31, ISSN 1220-
5710;

e Pierre Kockert, 4 Pendulum Between East and West: German—Romanian
Relations from the Perspective of the German Foreign Office, 1922-1938,
Revista de Istorie Militara, no. 3-4/2026, pp. 32-42, ISSN 1220-5710;

e Tudor Visan-Miu, Debates on Military Doctrine Reflected in the Romanian
Military Publications of the Interwar Period, Revista de Istorie Militara, no. 3-
4/2026, pp. 43-58, ISSN 1220-5710;

e Christian Stachelbeck, The Land War of the Future in German Military
Journalism during the Interwar Period, 1919-1939, Revista de Istorie
Militara, no. 3-4/2026, pp. 59-66, ISSN 1220-5710;



e Manuel Stanescu, Aspects Regarding Romanian-German Cooperation during
the Operation for the Conquest of Odessa, August-October 1941, Revista de
Istorie Militard, no. 3-4/2026, pp. 67-76, ISSN 1220-5710;

Conferences

Romanian-German workshop From Rapallo via Locarno to Munich (1922-1938) — A Road to
War? German and Romanian Perspectives, 25-26 June 2025, Bucharest.

Costs

Total project value: determined annually through the institute’s research plan.

Funding sources: Sectoral Programme of the Ministry of National Defence; Budget of the
Federal Ministry of Defence



Drumul catre razboi: De la Rapallo via Locarno la Miinchen (1922-1938):

Perspective romanesti si germane

Cod proiect: INT-MapN-2024-ISPAIM-01

Institutia coordonatoare: Institutului pentru studii politice de aparare si istorie militara
(ISPAIM) si Centrul de istorie militara si stiinte sociale al Bundeswehr (ZMSBw)

Director de proiect: dr. Carmen-Sorina Rijnoveanu, dr. Alaric Searle.

Echipa de proiect: dr. Cristina Bragea, dr. Serban Cioculescu, dr. Sorin Cristescu, dr. Vlad
Gheorghita (2025), dr. Alexandru Lucinescu, dr. Manuel Stanescu (2025-2026), dr. Tudor
Visan-Miu

Perioada de implementare: 2025-2028; proiect multianual, desfasurat pe baza planurilor
anuale de cercetare ale ISPAIM

Numar ore pe an: 1600

Parteneri: Arhivele Militare Nationale Romane, Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, Arhiva
Diplomatica a Ministerului Afacerilor Externe, Consiliul National pentru Studierea Arhivelor
Securitatii (CNSAS)

Descrierea proiectului:

Proiectul urmareste in principal cercetarea evolutiei relatiilor romano-germane in perioada
cuprinsd intre Tratatul de la Rapallo, Pactul de la Locarno si Conferinta de la Miinchen, intr-
un context european marcat de schimbarea paradigmei geopolitice, fragilizarea ordinii
internationale interbelice si revenirea treptatd la logica razboiului. Cercetarea analizeaza modul
in care factorii de decizie de la Bucuresti si Berlin au perceput transformarile mediului strategic
european si felul in care aceste perceptii au influentat dinamica dintre cooperare si conflict in
relatiile dintre cele doud state. O componentd centrald a proiectului o constituie analiza
impactului prevederilor Pactului de la Locarno asupra gandirii strategice romanesti si germane,
precum si asupra agendei geopolitice estice a Germaniei in raport cu Romania. Sunt avute in
vedere provocdrile strategice cu care s-a confruntat Romania, locul atribuit Germaniei in
ipotezele operative ale Marelui Stat Major, consecintele venirii nazismului la putere in 1933
asupra aborddrii militar-strategice a factorilor de decizie de la Bucuresti, precum si
transformarea perceptiei reciproce dintre cele douad state, de la imaginea unui potential inamic
la aceea a unui posibil aliat.

Proiectul are 1n vedere, totodata, plasarea relatiilor roméno-germane in contextul mai larg al
deteriorarii sistemului regional de securitate si al prabusirii ordinii internationale in ultima parte
a anilor 1930. In acest sens, Conferinta de la Miinchen este analizati ca moment relevant pentru
revizuirea conceptiilor militar-strategice si pentru intelegerea tensiunii dintre imperativele de
securitate si limitele de actiune ale statelor europene. Cercetarea va acorda atentie si factorilor
care au modelat perceptiile reciproce, precum opinia publica, influentele externe, raportul
dintre teama si incredere, construirea memoriei colective si instrumentele prin care au fost
create perceptii si tipare de comportament.



Desi cazul romano-german si perioada interbelica reprezintd axa principald a cercetarii,
proiectul va fi plasat intr-un cadru comparativ si transnational mai larg, dedicat intelegerii
culturilor militare din Europa Centrala si de Est. Aceasta extindere tematica va permite
analizarea relatiei dintre fortele armate, societate si politica, precum si a proceselor prin care s-
au format identitati militare, traditii institutionale si culturi strategice in spatiul est-european.
In acelasi timp, perspectiva istorici a proiectului va depasi strict intervalul Rapallo-Miinchen,
pentru a surprinde continuitati, rupturi si semnificatii ulterioare ale acestor evolutii pana in
perioada contemporana.

Obiective
Obiectiv general

Prin cercetarea evolutiei relatiilor romano-germane intre Tratatul de la Rapallo, Pactul de la
Locarno si Conferinta de la Miinchen, proiectul contribuie la aprofundarea cunoasterii
transformarilor politico-militare care au marcat drumul Europei spre razboi, la intelegerea
modului in care incertitudinea geopoliticd a modelat gandirea strategica, perceptiile reciproce
si comportamentul statelor, precum si la valorificarea patrimoniului documentar si arhivistic
privind relatiile militare dintre Romania si Germania. Totodata, prin plasarea cazului romano-
german Intr-un cadru comparativ si transnational mai larg, proiectul contribuie la intelegerea
culturilor militare, a traditiilor institutionale si a relatiei dintre fortele armate, societate si
politica In Europa Centrala si de Est.

Obiective specifice

e Contributia la intelegerea modului in care evolutiile internationale si in relatiile dintre
statele europene au modelat gandirea strategica atat la Bucuresti, cat si la Berlin;

e Analiza dinamicii relatiei bilaterale dintre Roméania si Germania, pe fondul tipologiei
dintre un stat aparator al status quo-ului respectiv un stat revizionist in raport cu ordinea
internationala, pe fondul accentuarii tensiunilor strategice, politice si militare;

o Intelegerea mecanismelor prin care ordinea regionald se poate deteriora pani la
declansarea unui conflict si a felului in care incertitudinea geopoliticd influenteaza
comportamentul strategic al statelor;

e Explorarea unor noi surse documentare si arhivistice care pot oferi noi interpretari
asupra dinamicii relatiilor militare dintre Romania si Germania si asupra modului in
care cele doua state si-au adaptat comportamentul in perioade de incertitudine
strategica.

Activititi

e Cercetare-documentare in arhivele si bibliotecile din Romania, Germania si, dupa caz,
din alte state relevante, in vederea identificarii, analizei si valorificarii surselor
documentare privind evolutia relatiilor politico-militare romano-germane intre Tratatul
de la Rapallo, Pactul de la Locarno si Conferinta de la Miinchen;

e Identificarea si analiza documentelor referitoare la perceptiile strategice ale factorilor
de decizie de la Bucuresti si Berlin, la locul atribuit Germaniei in ipotezele operative



ale Marelui Stat Major, precum si la transformarea perceptiilor reciproce dintre
Romania si Germania 1n contextul deteriorarii ordinii europene interbelice;

e Desfasurarea unor activitdti comune de cercetare si documentare cu institutul partener
din Germania, inclusiv schimburi de expertiza, consultari stiintifice si valorificarea
comparativa a surselor arhivistice romanesti si germane;

e Digitalizarea, sistematizarea si, acolo unde este cazul, traducerea sau rezumarea
documentelor istorice relevante pentru tematica proiectului, in vederea facilitarii
cercetarii comune si a valorificarii stiintifice a surselor;

e Organizarea si participarea la manifestdri stiintifice dedicate relatiilor romano-
germane, drumului Europei spre razboi, culturilor militare din Europa Centrala si de
Est, precum si relatiei dintre fortele armate, societate si politicd in perioada interbelica
si In perspectiva istorica mai larga;

e Editarea stiintificd si publicarea de studii, articole, numere tematice de revista si/sau
volume colective rezultate din cercetarea documentara si din cooperarea dintre
partenerii romani i germani;

e Prezentarea si valorificarea rezultatelor proiectului in cadrul unor activitdti academice,
culturale si educationale desfasurate in institutii militare si civile, cu scopul stimularii
interesului pentru istoria militard, pentru intelegerea proceselor care au condus la
prabusirea pacii in Europa si pentru consolidarea memoriei istorice.

Rezultate
Articole stiintifice

e Alaric Searle, British Officers Observe the Reichswehr: Reports, Observations
and Analysis, 1919-1938, Revista de Istorie Militara, nr. 3-4/2026, pp. 7-16,
ISSN 1220-5710;

e Sorin Cristescu, Romanian Perspectives on the Political Evolutions in Germany
(1922-1939), Revista de Istorie Militara, nr. 3-4/2026, pp. 17-31, ISSN 1220-
5710;

e Pierre Kockert, A Pendulum Between East and West: German—Romanian
Relations from the Perspective of the German Foreign Office, 1922-1938,
Revista de Istorie Militara, nr. 3-4/2026, pp. 32-42, ISSN 1220-5710;

e Tudor Visan-Miu, Debates on Military Doctrine Reflected in the Romanian
Military Publications of the Interwar Period, Revista de Istorie Militara, nr. 3-
4/2026, pp. 43-58, ISSN 1220-5710;

e Christian Stachelbeck, The Land War of the Future in German Military
Journalism during the Interwar Period, 1919-1939, Revista de Istorie Militara,
nr. 3-4/2026, pp. 59-66, ISSN 1220-5710;

e Manuel Stanescu, Aspects Regarding Romanian-German Cooperation during
the Operation for the Conquest of Odessa, August-October 1941, Revista de
Istorie Militara, nr. 3-4/2026, pp. 67-76, ISSN 1220-5710;

Conferinte



Atelierul de lucru romano-german From Rapallo via Locarno to Munich (1922-1938) — A Road
to War? German and Romanian Perspectives, 25-26 iunie 2025, Bucuresti.

Costuri

Valoarea totala a proiectului: se stabileste anual prin planul de cercetare al institutului.

Surse de finantare: Programul sectorial al Ministerului Apdrarii Nationale; Bugetul
Ministerului Federal al Apararii
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